This Week’s Bible Study:

ESSENTIALS IN SIMPLY FOLLOWING JESUS

2.  “A Family of Faith!”               

Study Guide for:  September 15-16, 2007                                              Scripture:  John 17:20-23 
Theme:  “We belong to a body, it’s not just Jesus and me.”                                                                 

READ IT:

Last week we discovered that to become faithful followers of Jesus Christ begins with a “renovation of the heart.”  Jesus is not only to be believed, but also to be received.  Spiritually dead people must receive new life, eternal life, life that only the crucified, resurrected Jesus can give.

This week we discover a second essential in following Jesus. When we meet God at the cross of Jesus Christ, He places us into the family of God. (I Cor. 12:12-13)  Jesus Christ did not die on the cross so that “I may have a personal relationship with God—and that’s all that’s to it!”  Through Christ individual Christians part of God’s family.                  

Many professing Christians in America today have become “orphan believers”.  Their theme is “give me Christ, but don’t give me Churchianity.  It stems from a direct expression of America’s rampant individualism.  If one’ relationship with God is “personal”, therefore, it must mean that the church is optional or unnecessary.

Very frankly, this is not Biblical Christianity.  In this week’s study we are confronted with the prayer of our Lord Jesus as He prays for His followers—the church.  He says “That they may all be one, as ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​you Father, are in me, and I in You…”  This unity of His followers is not a forced conformity…but a living expression of the creative unity in the midst of diversity within the Godhead. Think of it: We are a family of faith!  When you meet Jesus He placed you into His family and gave you a new family name: Christian!
KNOW:

1 For whom is Jesus praying? (17:20)                                                 
2 What is heavy on His heart? And why did He consider this so important? (12:21)

· What kind of unity exists between God and Jesus that we need to imitate?

3 What is the glory that God gave Jesus by which he enables the unity of His followers? (17:22; Rom. 8:17;  II Peter 1:4)

BE:

1 From your experience, why is unity in Christ so difficult for Christians to achieve and to maintain?    What is the basic problem? (Luke 9:23)           
2 How is Jesus’ relationship with the Father an example for us to follow in our relationships with other Christians?  (John 5:19-20; Phil. 2:5-7)
3 In what way are all Christians one family? (John 6:44; Rom. 8:9, 16-17; I Cor. 6:19-20; 12:12-13, 27.)  
DO:

1 How important  to you is the church family?

2 What impression do people around you get of God and His church when they observe your life and commitment to weekly worship?                    

3 What is one commitment you need to make to better reflect your belonging to God’s family?                                               
